Nether Edge History Group
Open Meeting Notes  : The Union Tuesday May 2nd 2017.
Overview
Around 20 people met in The Union. There was a semi-formal review of issues for an hour and then an hour of informal networking, swapping of information and chat.
Specific Issues
(1) Projects
Earlier this year the group decided to formalise the structure of the Group slightly to better manage the growing projects that are underway. 
Progress on these was reported including :
· Deeds. These continue to be offered to the Group so that notes on content and location can be made and filed for future reference / research.
· Memories.  Memories books continue to be offered around at various activities and individuals who are willing are being interviewed to capture their recollections of Nether Edge. Do you know of anyone with NE memories who would be willing to talk to us ?
· Schools liaison. This is underway. There are two possible streams to this : researching school records and helping with school history projects.
· Walks. The aim is to have around 3 or 4 per year with extra ones in special circumstances.
· Publications. We are aiming for two publications this year : a follow up to ‘They Lived in Sharrow and Nether Edge’ now over 20 years old but still selling steadily ; and a book of articles on Nether Edge History ( see below ).
· Archives. NENG has agreed a deal with Nether Edge Bowling Club for rent of part of their cellar. The History Group will be allocated a portion of this space for the housing of its small but growing collection of deeds, files, photographs etc. In this respect the Group is grateful for the recent donation by Eva Hulley of ‘The Church of St Andrew’ by Mary Walton.
· The NE Festival. Planning is underway and the Group hope to offer a series of talks as in previous years.
· NE Market. The Group commits to having a presence on the NENG stall each Market. This usually results in sales of publications and opportunity to talk to people with memories to share. The next Market will be on June 18th
If anyone wishes to help with any of these projects we are always looking for assistance whatever the extent and nature of the help you can give. Please get in touch to talk to us about it.
(2) Stanley House.
Malcolm Haigh is trying to organise a repeat visit to Stanley House on Chelsea Road after last year’s successful visit. Numbers are limited. 
(3) Talk on Nether Edge History.
On May 11th at Birkdale School, John Baxendale will deliver a talk to the Sheffield Historical Society on ‘Researching Nether Edge History ‘. Members welcome.
(4) Requests for Help.
Nick Waite is researching the history of local parks. If anyone has anything that would help please get in touch with him.
Other Issues.
A number of issues were raised following the meeting which people there may not have picked up on :
Ordnance Survey maps. Robert  Grant brought our attention to a site which gives access to all OS maps for the UK from the 1850’s, including those of this area. It is :
 http://maps.nls.uk/os/6inch-england-and wales/info1.html
Tennis Club. Brentwood Tennis Club are organising an exhibition to commemorate their role in helping wounded soldiers in the First World War. Susan Gudjonson is helping with this. It is to happen on June 25th. Keep your eyes peeled for details.
Nether Edge History Book. The project to produce a book of articles on Nether Edge History is proceeding with a target date for publication by the end of the year.
Working topics include:
· Sport and Leisure in Nether Edge from 1850
· Brincliffe Edge and the Plantation
· Art and Artists in 19th Century Nether Edge
· Education in Sharrow and Nether Edge from 1700
· The Ecclesall Bierlow Workhouse
· Churches and Chapels in Nether Edge
· The Pre-History of Nether Edge
· Kenwood Park : The Evolution of a Suburb
· Migration in Nether Edge History
· Influence and Authority in Victorian Nether Edge.
If anyone is interested in getting involved in this, on whatever basis or level of commitment, or have ideas for other research topics, please shout out. There are plenty of people who would welcome help in pursuing these topics.  contact. John.austin1@btinternet.com  
Next meeting:  Wednesday July 5th 2017 6.00 p.m. at the Union : New members welcome.
